THE CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS BIRCH CLIFF
OUTREACH COMMITTEE

REPORT TO VESTRY 2007


It was not until September that the Outreach Committee met for the first time in 2007 due to a leadership change, but getting off to a late start did not dampen the enthusiasm for a new kind of ‘partnering’ with the Birchmount Bluffs Neighborhood Centre, Wimpy’s Restaurant and St. Nicholas’ over this past Christmas. The BBNC helps over 1000 people, bringing the spirit of Christmas to those who would otherwise have a difficult time, and we were able to help, not only by collecting new unwrapped toys, clothing, food and other necessary items, but we also hosted the dessert buffet that was the perfect ending to Wimpy’s  delicious turkey dinner across the street. Families with children came here following their dinner for sumptuous desserts and a visit and gift from Santa. You should have seen the faces on those children when they saw the banquet and Santa! What a joy! In total we hosted around 200 people, 100 of which were children. We had such an overwhelming response from the congregation that we were able to send home “goodie” packages for the families to continue to enjoy over the holidays. A great time was had by all. Christmas Eve day was certainly busy—we started serving dessert around 12 noon and didn’t stop until just after  6 pm. Then it was time to get ready for our evening services!

We held a “re-gifting” silent auction that raised money for this new partnership during the Fall Hymn Sing and Pot Luck Supper, and we had great fun out-bidding each other! Several items were already wrapped so we didn’t know what we were bidding on—but this just added to the fun! We raised $342.25 during the auction and with other generous donors we were able to give $692.25 to BBNC for their “Share Christmas Program”.

Another component to this partnership was the gift-wrapping party that took place on Saturday December 22 here at St. Nicholas’. Several of us wrapped for many hours! We had great fun! The Outreach Committee wants to thank all who participated in this great project—it was a real community effort and we hope this will be an annual event.

For 2008, the Outreach Committee is looking to increase its numbers and is seeking a new Chairperson. We are quite excited by a new vision which involves partnering with a church in the Council of the North that will involve our whole congregation including our young people. We are also looking at a project that will commit our church to become “green”—more details to follow! Come and enjoy the high energy of this group!

Deb Chapman, 

Interim Chairperson
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